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1. I AM UNABLE TO LEAVE ADDIS JANUARY 17 BECAUSE I AM 
HOSTING DINNER PARTY FOR VARIOUS AMBASSADORS THAT EVENING, 
AND CANNOT DEPART JANUARY 18 BECAUSE THERE IS 

NO PLANE THAT DAY. ONLY POSSIBILITY THEREFORE WOULD 

BE FOR ME TO LEAVE ADDIS ON MONDAY, JANUARY 20, AT 

1145 ON ET 700, ARRIVING CAIRO 1515, WITH RETURN TO 

ADDIS ON ET 707 THURSDAY MORNING, JANUARY 23. THIS 

WOULD MEAN ABSENCE FROM POST ALL DAY MONDAY THROUGH 

WEDNESDAY PLUS PART OF THURSDAY MORNING. I THINK THAT 

AN ABSENCE OF THIS LENGTH IS MOST UNDESIRABLE AT PRESENT 

IN VIEW OF THE HIGHLY UNCERTAIN POLITICAL SECURITY SITUATION 

HERE. DIRECTOR PEACE CORPS/ETHIPIA IS SUFFICIENTLY 

CONCERNED WITH SITUATION THAT HE IS DRAFTING A RECOMMENDATION 

THAT PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEERS WHO WISH TO TERMINATE 

NOW BE PERMITTED TO DO SO. 

2. REQUEST THAT DEPARTMENT ADVISE WHETHER IT WISHES ME TO BE 
ABSENT FROM POST FOR PERIOD OF THIS LENGTH AT THIS 
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TIME. POSSIBLE COMPROMISE WOULD BE TO SEND POLITICAL 
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COUNCELOR PETER SEBASTIAN OR POLITICAL OFFICER BRUCE 
ROGERS. 

WYMAN 
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